FRAGMENT OF 4TH CENTURY EGYPTIAN POTTERY BOWL
Nfi  AN   fAHLY   PORTHAIT   OF  CHHIhT,  WITH  UUf-iT'.   O.    TMf"   f MJM ICJH  ( ONlitA AND   THE   EMPHtSH   t AUHTA.       IfKOM   THt    tii<ITI8H   MUhSlUMjan's real motive was to get rid both of Maxentius and the rest, and restore Diocletian and himself to power. Even for Lactantius, this is an extraordinarily wild theory. It runs counter to all that we know of Diocletian's wishes during his retirement, and it speaks of the "extinction of Maxentius and the rest" as though it only needed an order to a centurion and the deed was done. It is much more probable that Maximian had actually re-entered into negotiations with Maxentius and had offered, as the price of reconciliation, the support of the legions which he had treacherously won from Constantine. The impetuous haste with which Constantine flew back from the Rhine indicates that the crisis was one of extreme gravity.
